Major Legislative _Actions 


EIGHTY-THIRD CONGRESS 


(FIRST SESSION) 


UP TO APRIL 13, 1953 


KK OW 


Prepared by 
Office of Coordinator of Information 


House of Representatives 








NOTE 


This publication covers major 
legislative actions of the Ejighty- 
third Congress from January 3 up 
to April 18, 1958. 

Subsequent issues will be pub- 
lished periodically during the 
session. 


First Printing April 13, 1953 





Table of Contents 


Page 


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY...6. 2 <) . @oeiwe & Be ee 4 
GOVERNMENTAL REORGANIZATION . « «© «© + © © wwe se se we 5 
VETERANS AINE DERVICUMEEN. 0 0 eS ew we we 8k Se ee es ee 4 7 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AND INTERNAL SECURITY ......... 8 
NACI Es PEON wk a 8) Se Sk, we re eS oes 5a 9 
NATUR) MeO sa) cee 60 et we ce oP ete otal; var Mae os 1] 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
BORRCURRUME. s) e a oe eee ee at aoe Ce ea oh a pe ek eae 13 
SOCLAL SBCURITY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE... 6-8 & ees eu 14 


TAPES UF Arr eormetune 6. 6 4 ee we ee ee ee ee ee eS 15 








Summary of Legislative Activity 


Twenty public laws have been enacted by the 83d Congress LO April 13. 


A total of 6.090 measures were introduced: 1,612 in the Senate and 
1,478 in the House. 


In the first 3 months, the House passed 214 measures, including 115 
House bills, 2 Senate bills, and 99 resolutions. The Senate passed 138 
measures, including 50 Senate bills, 14 House bills, and 74 resolutions. 

In the House a total of 221 measures were reported from the legislative 
committees. In the Senate, total measures reported were 177. 

In the same 3 months, the Senate received 9,893 Executive nomina- 
tions, of which 9,350 had been confirmed by April 1. Only 903 of these 
nominations were in the civilian agencies, the remainder being military 
appointments. 

Of 903 civilian nominees, 393 had been confirmed, 18 withdrawn, and 
192 remained unconfirmed at the close of business on March 31. 

As the Easter recess began on April 2, five departmental appropria- 
tions bills were about ready to be reported to the House. 

Final committee action on the remaining money bills awaits submis- 
sion of the revised Executive budget for the fiscal year 1954, expected about 
May 1. 


Below are the Public Laws enacted, with the original bill number of 


each: 
i—S. J. Res. 20 11—H. R. 3053 
2—». 243 12—H. J. Res. 226 
pane. RR. 1979 13—H. J. Res. 223 
i—H. R. 568 14—H. J. Res. 229 
— ae eee 27 l5—S. 1110 
6—H. RK. 2230 16—S. 1229 
7—H. R. 2332 17—H. R. 3062 
8.——». 1188 18—H. R. 3073 
— H. R. 2466 19—H. R. 3658 
10O—H. J. Res. 206 20—H. R. 3659 


Private Law No.1 (H.R. 1862), was approved March 27, 1953. 





MAJOR LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS 


[83d Congress] 


GOVERNMENTAL REORGANIZATION 


{ Key- -R Reported or ordered reported Yr Passed ] 





tite. 
Bill Number Description nfer- Law 
| Pa wel el pe 
H. R. 1979 Amends Reorganization Act of 1949 by extending author- 
ity of the President to submit new plans up to April | 
1955 os Y / Y/Y 
S. 243 Provides for new position of Underse« retary f State for 
Administration to be terminated December 31, 1954 fe Vek |) at || ef 2 
H. Doe. 102 Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1953. Creates Depart- | 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare to which is | 
transferred all the functions, agencies, property, per- 
sonnel, records, and funds of the Federal security | 
Agency, which is abolished. 
Provides for Undersecretary and two Assistant Secre- | 
taries, and for Presidential appointment of Surgeon Plan No. 1 became effective 
General of U.S. Public Health Service, Commissioner of | | \pril 11 
Education, and Commissioner of Social Security. ! 
Creates Advisory Committee on Education, and pro- 
vides for appointm« nt of a special assistant to the Seere 
tarv, from the field of medicine, with responsibility for 
reviewing health and medical programs. 
H. J. Res. 223 | Makes Reorganization Plan No. 1 (above) effective 10 
days after signature by President ¥iYviviv 
H. Doe. 111 Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953 To simplify opera 
tion of the Department of Agriculture, bring its pro 
erams close to State and local levels, and adapt admin- | 
istration to regional, State, and local conditions | Plan No. 2 effective June 3 


Vests in the Secretary of Agriculture, with certain unless rejected by two-thirds 
exceptions, all functions of al 


| other officers, agencies, and majority of House or Senat: 
employees of the Department, and authorizes him to | 
delegate same. Provides for two additional Assistant 


Secretaries, and an Administrative Assistant 








GOVERNMENTAL REORGANIZATION—Continued 


[Key—R = Reported or ordered reported P=Passed] 





ouse Senate 
House enate In | Public 


Bill Number Description confer- Law 
R p R p ence | No 


H. Doe. 120 Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1953. Establishes in 
Executive Office of the President as new agency the 
Office of Defense Mobilization. Provides for a Direc- 
tor, at $22,500 a year, and Deputy Director at $17,500. 
Transfers to the Director all functions except those 

abolished, of the Chairman of the National Security 
Resources Board; all functions under the Strategic and 
Critical Materials Stockpiling Act, including those of the 
Munitions Board 
Abolishes National Security Resources Board. 
Transfers to the new agency such records, property, 


Plan No. 3 effective June 11 
unless rejected by two-thirds 


majority of House or Senate. 


personnel, and funds appropriate to its functions. 


S. 15 Provides for appointment of additional District and 
Circuit judges 


S. 17 Provides for general rules of procedure and practice before 


Government agencies 


S. 24 Permits judicial review of decisions of Government 
contracting officers, except in cases where fraud is 


alleged v 


H. R. 3575 l!Yiv 
; Grants statehood to Hawaii 
8; 49... | | J 
S. 697 Provides for delegate to Congress from the District of 

Columbia Yio 
H. R. 4039 Excludes top department and agency officials from pro- 


visions of law permitting lump-sum leave payments 








VETERANS AND SERVICEMEN 


[Key—R = Reported or ordered reported P= Passed] 





House Senate ; 
In | Public 
Bill Number Description confer-| Law 


R p R P ence No 
\ \ 
H. R. 2332 ... Requires review of military personnel designed to limit 

number of officers in Armed Forces es Patt oF | of 7 
S. 1188 Extends to July 1, 1955, authorization for payment of 

family allowances to dependents of enlisted members 

of Armed Forces SPF el 1 A g 
H. R. 40. Extends right of review of status of veterans discharged 

without pay for physical disability to cases of enlisted 

men; extends representation on review boards to Air) 
S. 1067 Force 
S. 1229 Extends to July 1, 1954, continuance of pay or allotments 

to dependents of servicemen or civilians missing in war. 4%“ Y= VY v¥W 16 
H. R. 2466 Continues to June 30, 1955, free postage on first-class 

mail for members of Armed Forces in Korea and ex- 

tends it to veterans hospitalized outside the United 

States as result of duty in Korea ViVIiviv 9 
H. R. 2561 Extends time for military personnel or civilian employees 

of Defense Department to file claims for loss, damage, 

etc., of personal property incident to war service Yiv 
H. R. 2955 Provides that prior active military duty of doctors and 

dentists be considered in determining priority for 

registration and draft 
H. R. 3658- Extends for 2 years, from July 1, 1953, privilege of duty- 

free importation of gifts from members of Armed 

Forces serving abroad SYIiYIiV io 19 
H. R. 4233 Provides for naturalization of any person who serves 

with Armed Forces between June 24, 1950, and July 1, 

1955 ot lial 











NATIONAL DEFENSE AND INTERNAL SECURITY 


[Key—R = Reported or ordered reported P Passed | 





House Senate 
In Pul 
Bill Number Descriptio! confer-| Lavy 
R p R Pp ence N 

5S. 108] Amends Defense Production Act; authorizes President, 

under certain limitations and emergency conditions, 

to control critical materials, credit, prices, wages, and 

rents Y 
S. Res. 16 Requires loyalty check of Senate employees \dopted—House action not required 
H. J. Res. 226 Extends to July 1, 1953, from April 1, 1953, the contin- 

uation during present emergency of certain statutory 

World War II powers of the President of) | atl 97 | 4&7 12 
H. R. 3853 Continues in effect, until 6 months after termination of 

national emergency, provisions of the criminal code 

fixing penalties for espionage and sabotage of) 1 a7 
S. 1110 Authorizes appointment of Deputy Director of Central 

Intelligence Agency JY Y VY ) 
S. 41 Strengthens provisions of Espionage Act permitting 

seizure of unlawful exports of arms afi) at 
S. 903 Prohibits interstate transportation of lethal munitions 

except when movement is arranged by the United 

States JY VA 


H. R. 2437 Extends to 6 months after termination of emergency, 
powers of Interstate Commerce Commission to fix 
priorities in transportation of traffic Y 








NATIONAL ECONOMY 


[Key—R = Reported or ordered reported P= Passed] 





House Senate 


ee In | Public 
Bill Number Description confer-- Law 
ence No 


H.R. 1 Reduces personal income taxes by advancing expiration 
date of last increase to June 30, 1953, from December 
1953 Y/Y 
S. 978 Revises and simplifies procedures of Insterstate Com- 


merce Commission to facilitate and expedite termina- 
tion of railroad reorganizations under section 77 of 


Bankruptey Act sip preteen ; J 
S. 275 Amends Transportation Act of 1940 to protect the in- 

dustry from terrorism, extortion, racketeering and 

similar unlawful business tacties J 
S. Res. 14 \uthorizes Senate Judiciary Committee to make com- 

prehensive study of antitrust laws / 
H. R. 2237 Increases fines for criminal convictions under Sherman 


Anti-Trust Act to $50,000, from $5,000 


S. Res. 49 Authorizes study by Senate Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee of postal rates and revenues Adopted—House action not required 
S. 719 Extends to June 30, 1954, permission for Canadian ves- 


sels to carry passengers between Alaskan ports and 
passengers or freight between certain Alaskan ports 
and United States of | of 


S. 984 Provides for judicial review of decisions of United States 
Tax Court after January 1, 1954, respecting base period 
determinations arising under World War II excess 


profits tax af | a 
S. 1410 Extends to May 15, 1953, time for the President to sub- 

mit to Congress plans for disposal of Government- 

owned synthetic-rubber manufacturing plants Yiv 
S. 252 Permits all suits against United States for recovery of 

taxes to be brought in United States district courts 

with trial by jury 4 
H. R. 4004 Eliminates requirement for listing of stockholders of 

national banks with Comptroller of Currency; except 

upon latter’s request JY 
S. 30 Provides for jury trials in condemnation proceedings in 

United States courts J 





© 








Bill Number 
R ISI6 
R. 4198 


R. 1374 
R. 2337 
R. 3915 
R. 270 
R. 4025 
R. 2347 


Confirms and cC 


Authorizes 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


[ Key—R = Reported or ordered reported P 


Description 


Repeals obsolete laws on sale of timber and stone on 


public lands 


tablishes titles of the States to submerged 


lands and resources within their historic boundaries 
3-mile limit, except Texas and Florida Gulf, 10% 
miles); reserves to Federal Government control and 


( evelopment oft resources beyond those points. 


\uthorizes increase of $15 million in appropriations for 
Eklutna hydroelectric power project in Alaska. 
facilities of Santa 


construction of water 


Margarita River, California__ 
Per ing ilizati ' mineral 
ermits mining, development, and utilization of minera 
resources of all public lands withdrawn or reserved for 


powel dey elopment 


\uthorizes appropriation of $500,000 for control and 
extinguishment of fires in coal formations 


\uthorizes additional appropriation of $75 million for 


construction of dams in Columbia River 


(rmy 


Basin by 
engineers 

Releases right, title, and interest of United States in and 
to all fissionable materials in certain land in Marion 


Ind 


County, 


10 


Passed | 


House 





Senate 


R r 





INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


[Key—R = Reported or ordered reported P 





Bill Number 


H. R. 568 


S. 1413 


S. Res. 84 


H. J. Res. 200 


S. Con. Res. 12 


H. R. 4294 


H. R. 3659 


S. J. Res. 1 


Descriptio 


Continues through June 30, 1954, suspension of certain 
import taxes on copper 


Provides war-risk insurance for goods shipped abroad 
by American nationals, by amending Export-Import 
Act of 1945 


Denounces mistreatment of minority groups by Soviet 
Russia and satellites and urges President to protest in 
United Nations 


Joins with the President in a declaration against Soviet 
Russia’s subjugation of free peoples through perversion 
of its wartime agreements with United States and other 
allies 


Voices sympathy of Congress for victims of European 


flood 


Extends for 1 year Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act 
pending further study of entire tariff program 
Extends to July 1, 1955, period during which’ personal 
and household goods brought into United States under 
Government orders shall be exempt from duty 


Proposes constitutional amendment to prohibit treaty 
provisions which violate any constitutional right; re- 
quires action of Congress to validate treaties as internal 
law; similarly limits Executive or other agreements 
with foreign powers 


ll 


Passed ] 


House 
g Y 
f/f 

/ 
Adopted 
4 
Jf \ J 


Sena 
In Public 
confer- Law 
ence No 
, , 
. v ! 
House action not required 


(Adopte d 








[{Key—R 


AGRICULTURE 


Reported or ordered reported 


P= Passed | 





Bill Number 


Extends to December 


Description 


31, 1956, from December 


l, 1953, | 


the period during which Secretary of Labor is author-) 


ized to make available Mexican agricultural 


to United States producers 


workers 


Provides price support for 1952 Maryland tobacco crop 





12 


House Senate 
In Public 
confer-| Law 
ence No 


R P R P 


JY 





SOCIAL SECURITY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 


[Key—R = Reported or ordered reported P 


Passed | 





Bill Number 


. 199 


J. Res. 26 


10 


l Jescription 


Increases by $500,000,000 


FHA to 


. authorization of 
insure housing loans 

Makes benefits of Defense Housing and Community 
Facilities Act available to communities relocated as a 
result of acquisition of its former site by the Atomic 
Energy Commission. 


Extends purchase of FHA 
mortgages to Guam; puts private lenders in Alaska on 
equal basis with Housing Authority in making FHA- 


insured loans... 


program of Government 


Prohibits transportation of obscene matter in interstate 
and foreign commerce 


Amends Criminal Code to prohibit mailing of all obscene 
matter of any kind 


Expands coverage under the Social Security Act 


Exempts retirement annuity payments from Federal 


income taxation 


Requires each State to give full faith and credit to divorce 
granted in another State, under certain conditions 
(Norr.—See Governmental Reorganization, p. 5, on 

creation of new Department of Health, Education, and 


Welfare.) 


House 
R P 

4 
4 v 


nat 


In Publie 
confer-| Law 
ence No 
P 
s - 
v ) 
JY 
JY 
J 
v 
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TABLE OF APPROPRIATIONS, EIGHTY-SECOND CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION 





Title I 


| 

1951 Legislative Supplemental.| 
1951 D, C. Supplemental*_..._.. 
1951 Third Supplemental____.... 
1951 Fourth Supplemental __._.. 
1951 Legislative Supplemental. 
1952 Disaster Relief-..............- 
1952 Flood Rehabilitation__._.| 
1952 Labor Supplemental___..__- | 
1952 First Supplemental 
Labor......._- lida a tt 
Federal Security Agency__.... 
Railroad Retirement ! 
Interior__. 
Treasury ?. 
Post Office-. és 
Independent Offices 
Agricuitare....................... 
District of Columbia *__....__. 
Civil Functions, Army__.-__... 
Laswmietive......................... 
ee 
Justice... 
Commerce._____... ssi 
I caiishinichinieiioininnns we 
Mutual Security. * 
National Defense......_......._..| 5 
Second Supplemental (Mili- | 

tary Construction)... 


3udget Estimates 


$806, 155 
55, 600 
843, 463, 579 
6, 472, 981, 000 
150, 000 
15, 000, 000 
400, 000, 000 
950, 000 
, 802, 871, 116 
244, 366, 500 
1, 874, 887, 260 
613, 000, 000 
559, 286, 000 
597, 251, 000 
360, 874, 000 
837, 677, 465 
820, 005, 546 
140, 513, 150 
640, 637, 843 
68, 953, 320 
283, 686, 476 
184, 356, 000 
763, 763, 925 
26, 489, 740 
7, 527, 527, 790 
7 


7, 577, 325, 700 


i) 


bo 


oO 


5, 146, 495, 570 





Amount as Passed | 


(House) 


$831, 155 

21, 250 

473, 165, 368 
6, 468, 206, 000 
150, 000 

25, 000, 000 
53, 440, 000 
950, 000 

1, 586, 587, 316 
233, 020, 500 
1, 795, 185, 861 
613, 000, 000 
496, 764, 500 
586, 100, 000 
2, 332, 727, 000 
6, 144, 540, 355 
717, 295, 233 
137, 776, 375 
514, 427, 400 
60, 335, 370 
226, 357, 000 
181, 567, 000 
612, 098, 000 
25, 918, 115 

7, 482, 527, 790 
56, 034, 717, 200 


~ 


4, 425, 357, 970 


Amount as Passed 
(Senate) 


$831, 155 

21, 250 

431, 127, 477 
6, 442, 668, 000 
150, 000 

25, 000, 000 
53, 440, 000 
950, 000 

1, 745, 383, 006 
233, 043, 112 
1, 732, 266, 865 
562, 534, 409 
518, 065, 353 
593, 294, 647 
2, 328, 223, 697 
6, 212, 199, 663 
826, 578, 130 
138, 407, 290 
638, 578, 213 
73, 820, 507 
227, 877, 838 
182, 137, 600 
609, 500, 560 
25, 936, 865 

7, 208, 401, 000 
61, 103, 856, 030 


4, 020, 198, 000 


| Amount as Enacted 


$831, 155 

21, 250 

364, 932, 477 
6, 442, 668, 000 
150, 000 

25, 000, 000 
53, 440, 000 
950, 000 

1, 676, 246, 976 
222, £04, 944 
1, 715, 027, 843 
574, 471, 483 
511, 841, 816 
587, 598, 000 
2, 340, 800, 000 
6, 162, 825, 175 
802, 988, 626 
138, 216, 150 
597, 262, 713 
73, 805, 705 
228, 104, 861 
181, 602, 000 
607, 242, 911 
25, 918, 115 

7, 328, 903, 976 


56, 939, 568, 030 


4, 146, 407, 108 


P. L. 
No. 


= 


7 
1] 
45 
43 
49 
80 

202 

113 

253 


136 
111 


137 
135 
106 
203 
168 


188 


249 
179 


254 


1 Includes National Labor Relations Board, $7,885,418; National Mediation Board, $1,092,243; Federal Mediation and 


Conciliation Service, $2,959,413. 


2 This bill also carries $6,116,000,000 in permanent appropriations, including $5,800,000,000 for interest on the national 
debt; also carries $5,619,642,290 in disbursements from the FSA trust funds for old-age benefits and unemployment insurance. 
* Totals include Federal contribution of $11,400,000 in final amount; balancelof D. C. budget is financed from local revenues. 


*Payable from D. C. revenues. 


Nors: H. J. Res. 277, making temporary appropriations through July 31, enacted (P. L. 70); second temporary appropria- 
¥ 


tion extension to August 31, H. J. Res. 302, passed 
propriation extension to September 30, 1951, passed House and Senate August 21, 1951 (P. L. 132). 


{ouse and Senate July 30 (P. L. 97). 


temporary appropriation extension to October 31, 1951, passed House and Senate September 27 (P. L. 156). 


14 


H. J. Res. 320, third temporary ap- 
H. J. Res. 335, fourth 





TABLE OF APPROPRIATIONS, EIGHTY-SECOND CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION 





Title | Budget Estimates mma saa ee pee Amount as Enacted he 
islet liacicistan | et 

I inch issignieincbbitsniieiacse | $693, 045, 000 $644, 765, 000 $645, 247, 000 $644, 095, 000 e 
IN iach ens. _....| 2, 822,100,000 | 2,793, 800,000 | 2, 748,800,000 2,793, 800, 000 £40 
3d Supplemental, 1952...._... | 1,069, 542,625 | 968, 127, 943 976, 368, 838 971, 342,641 | 375 
4th Supplemental, 1952_.....| 1, 475, 420, 000 1, 413, 820,000 1, 413, 820, 350 1, 413, 820,350 | 431 
Independent Offices............ 6, 978, 687,043 | 6, 254, 215, 628 6, 279, 088, 678 6, 272, 836, 303 | 455 
NE sciasiciiciieianaieinc siento 228, 096, 100 | 210, 903, 539 | 211, 113, 539 211, 008, 539 452 
Federal Security Agency--...- 1, 740, 758, 261 | 1, 559, 444, 261 1, 561, 888, 761 1, 562, 885,011 = 
Ss 626, 001, 800 | 486, 248, 253 | 567, 328, 164 541, 729, 854 | 470 
District of Columbia*_________. 136, 442, 100 131, 055, 000 135, 117, 089 33, 696,875 | 453 
Civil Functions, Army______... 692, 977, 800 492, 434, 900 667, 474, 699 584,061,600 | 504 
a a al ei 318, 408, 010 215, 988, 382 211, 869, 847 217, 701, 424 
a ot ae Oo 189, 785, 000 184, 059, 000 184, 523, 000 | 184, 293, 000 I 
Cio ais canes | 706, 971, 499 589, 569, 499 588, 606,305! 586,588,586 |{*"° 
ih saxiikancatesbactninnind 27, 657, 800 27, 306, 850 27, 548, 700 27, 398, 700 |, 
National Defense____._._______. 50, 921, 022,770 | 46, 207, 177, 554 | 38,403, 000,912 | 46,610,938,912 | 488 
IN i csnconacsissniaireniwaeson 72, 055, 542 62, 391, 780 76, 892, 461 76, 849,392 | 471 
OTS oc owiniccntise airs 748, 415, 828 724, 003, 699 841, 494, 624 728,611,920 | 451 
Supplemental, 1953 °___._____. 13, 750, 796, 030 | 10, 127, 840, 780 8, 310, 724, 886 | 11,793,776,339 | 547 


* This bill also carries (not included in above total) $6,255,770,850 in permanent and indefinite appropriations, includ- 
ing $6,150,000,000 interest on the Federal debt; $5,999,219,656 in disbursements from FSA trust funds for old-age benefits, 
unemployment insurance, railroad retirement benefits, and other authorized payments. 


? This bill also carries (not included in above total) $9,000,000 for the National Labor Relations Board; $1,130,000 for 
the National Mediation Board; and $3,447,500 for the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service. 

* Above total payable from D. C. revenues; bill also carries $11,000,000 direct Federal appropriation from Treasury. 

‘This bill also carries (not included in above total) about $500 million revolving fund authorizations for farm loans 
and price-support operations. 

® Includes funds for Mutual Security Administration, Atomic Energy Commission and other agencies. 

NOTE.—The first 1953 Supplemental Appropriation Bill in the 83d Congress (P. L. 11; 

H. R. 3053), carried a total of $947,325,579, and was approved March 28. 
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